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SELmAa-To-MonTcOMERY MARCH

Namwosar Historic Traue & Avi-Asericaxy Roap

APHEVIOES 5ITE NEXT STTE W
The Selma-to-Montgomery March for voting rights
ended three weeks--and three events--that
represented the political and emotional peak of the
modern civil ights movement. On "Bloody Sunday," :
Miirch 7, 1965, sone 600Gl Tights marches '*‘""’""ll !illlh
headed east out of Selma on U.S. Route 80. They got
only as far as the Edmund Pettus Bridge six blocks
away, where state and local lawmen attacked them
with billy clubs and tear gas and drove them back
into Selma. Two days later on March 9, Martin
Luther King, Jr., led a "symbolic” march to the The Edmund Pettus Bridge, Seima. Alabama
bridge. Then civil rights leaders sought court Phatcgrmph courtesy of the Aiskarma Histarical
protection for & third, full-scale ]'I!'Jdﬂ.-h fmm Sclma iy | Cammission
th: state l.'.!EI.pltl:}l in Mumgﬂmﬂr}
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: wclbhe,d the ri 1ght
n:uf I'J.'bl'.‘l!.'l-ﬂll"jr dgambt the r:gh!t to march and ruled in "
favor of the demonstrators. "The law is clear that the
right to petition one's government for the redress of
grievances may be exercised m large groups...," said
_Tudgc Johnson, "and these rights may be n:an:u-.Ld
by marching, even along public highways." On
Sunday; March 21, about 3,200 marchers set out for
Moentgomery, walking 12 miles a day and sleeping in
fields. By the time they reached the capitol on
Thursday, March 25, they were 25 000-strong . Less 2
than five months after the last of the three marches, | 2sbama Pafics sanfront the Bslma Marchers
President Lyndon Johnson signed the Voting Rights O TN o D R o
Act of 1965--the best possible redress of grievances.

T Selmu=to-Mantpomery ".!ur\-:h "hutlnna.l [Elstoric Tradl & Al-Ansericen Rood s aneof the subjects of on cnllze lesson plas, (b 5
Julssn, prodoced by Teaching with Tistoric Places, a progrom that
nH'l.rs -:Ium'l:-um r-:url'_t hesson ph.m T plum bsted in l:hr: Natican] Hl:-,g:l'.'I-:rn:-i' Historic Places. Todearn more, visi the

In 1996 the Salma-to. Mnnb ery MNatii -n_u Historic Trail was created by Congress undes
he National T ster ' 1er "historic” trails covered m the
srislation, the trail 18 an origmal route of national .""TtJ"h ANce 1N AMEeTcan
ory. An inter-agency panel of e y recormmiended, and the Secretary of
tion designated the trail an "All-Amernican Road"—a road that has national

significance, cannol i'.l-:: replicated, and is 4 destination unto itself. This d
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